THE   GOOD   OLD PRIVILEGES.               345

temporized, not being willing to lose for her subjects
the advantages gained at Hamburg which she hoped
to see further extended. The Hansa, on its part,
demanded that the queen should re-confirm its
privileges ; then it would accord a factory to the
English. The queen replied that she wished first to
see the factory accorded; then it would be time
enough to speak of the privileges.

In this wise the negotiations did not progress.
Each of the parties was rolling the stone of Sisyphus,
as. Elizabeth herself remarked. It was quite evident
that at that moment the queen was resolved not to
resort to extreme measures, and though she threat-
ened, she did not carry out her threat of putting the
Hanseatics on the same footing with other strangers.
The moment had not yet come. It came later, when
she could clo without certain of her imports, such as
raw materials for ship-building and for stores of war,
among which latter gunpowder took a great place.
Then, too, before the defeat of the Spanish Armada
had occurred, England did not feel her maritime
power great enough to venture a coup de force.

Meanwhile, each new meeting of the ilansa Diet
put in a stronger light the radical difference between
the policy pursued respectively by the towns of
Liibeck and Hamburg. This difference may be said
to form the tame epilogue to the great tragedy of
Wullenweber's failure and death.

The Liibeckers wanted the old privileges, the whole
privileges, nothing but the privileges. What cared
they for the changed condition of the world's affairs ?
Syndic Sudermann's ideal was the restoration of the